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The Central Desert Shire Council logo was chosen by the Shire Transition Committee 
during the March meeting. 

The final logo was developed using a story told in an artwork painted by Judith Hargraves 
of Yuendumu. Her painting tells the story of the four Shire wards and their elected 
members coming together to meet as the new regional Shire Council. 

“The fact we could use the story told in Judith’s painting gives the Central Desert Shire logo 
real meaning and relevance,” said Central Desert Shire CEO Rowan Foley. 

“We will be proud to explain the relevance of our logo and use it across the whole Central 
Desert Shire,” said Mr Foley. 
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Over the next few weeks and months Local Government staff will be making visits to 
remote communities to talk with as many people as possible about setting up Local Boards. 

A Local Board can make sure each community has input into a Community Plan and has a 
voice and a direct way to provide advice to the Shire Council and its elected members.  

Local Boards may meet around three or four times a year (or more if they like) to have the 
opportunity to advise Shire Councils on community issues, and partner with their Shire 
Council to develop a Community Plan. 

By becoming a member of a Local Board, people may be able to gain personal 
development through learning new skills in all areas of Local Government, which may lead 
to becoming an elected member of the Shire Council or becoming an employee of the 
Shire. People will also be able to learn more about the role and functions of their Shire 
Council, and gain experience in representing the members of their community. 
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The Central Desert Shire Transition Committee is made up of people who represent 
communities in the Central Desert Shire. Their role has been to provide advice on the Local 
Government Reform to the NT Local Government Advisory Board on behalf of people who 
live in the Central Desert Shire. Committee members also help to give information back to 
their communities about the local government reform and help give the new Shire Council 
information about their communities.  

Current members of the Central Desert Shire are:   

·  Ned Hargraves – Yuendumu 
·  Valerie Martin – Yuendumu (new member) 
·  Adrian Nelson – Yuendumu (new member) 
·  Julie Kitson – Willowra 
·  Teddy Long – Willowra (new member) 
·  Maxie Martin – Willowra (new member) 
·  Lindsay Williams – Nyirripi 
·  Lindsay Turner – Nyirripi (new member) 
·  Peter Jigili – Lajamanu 
·  Geoffrey Barnes – Lajamanu 
·  Dion Kelly – Lajamanu 
·  James Glenn – Anmatjere 
·  Jimmy Hines – Anmatjere 
·  Andrew Campbell – Laramba 
·  Adrian Dixon – Laramba 
·  Clifford Tilmouth – Engawala 
·  Ron Hagan – Yuelamu 
·  Anthony Petrick – Arltarlpilta 
·  Banjo Madrill – Bonya 
·  Andre Burgess – ICC Manager 
·  Damien Ryan – Alice Springs Town Council Mayor (new member) 
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The Central Desert Shire covers an area of 282,093 square kilometres. This is almost the 
same size as the entire state of Victoria. 

In October elections will be held to form the Central Desert Shire Council.  

Anyone living in a Shire ward can be nominated and run for election in the Shire Council. 
This includes community members, pastoralists or business people who live in the Shire 
area. 

All elected Councillors will need to represent all community members in their ward, not just 
the community where they live. 

The four wards in the Central Desert Shire are: 

Northern Tanami 
The Northern Tanami Ward: 

·  includes the Lajamanu community 
·  has an estimated population of 790 
·  will have two elected members / representatives 

Southern Tanami 
The Southern Tanami Ward: 

·  includes the Nyirripi, Yuendumu and Willowra communities 
·  has an estimated population of 1396 
·  will have four elected members / representatives 

Akitjere 
The Akitjere Ward: 

·  includes the Arltarlpilta (Harts Range) communities, Bonya and outstations 
·  has an estimated population of 452 
·  will have two elected members / representatives 

Anmatjere 
The Anmatjere Ward: 

·  includes the Yuelumu, Ti-Tree, Laramba, Engawala and outstation communities 
·  has an estimated population of 1,137 
·  will have four elected members / representatives 
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Central Desert Shire Council  
 

phone 1300 360 605 

fax 08 8951 6416 

email info@centraldesert.nt.gov.au 

location 1st Floor Alice Plaza Alice Springs NT 0870 

post PO Box 2257 Alice Springs NT 0871 

web www.centraldesert.nt.gov.au 


