
 

From Left:  
William 
Johnson, 
Jasper Haines, 
Ned 
Hargraves, 
Norbert 
Patrick, Jean 
Brown, James  
Jampajimpa 
Glenn, Noel 
Heenan, Louis 
Schaber,  
Maisie Wayne, 
Bruce Finter, 
Robbie Walit, 
Adrian Dixon. 
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Excited kids of all ages splashed in the new Yuendumu 
pool after it was officially opened by the community and 
Aboriginal Affairs Minister Jenny Macklin on 27 October.  
The people of Yuendumu, the Mt Theo organisation, the 
Central Land Council and a few committed public servants 
put in huge efforts over many years to raise the money 
and to manage the pool project. Governments paid for two 
thirds of the cost and Yuendumu community raised one 
third itself.  
The community had wanted a swimming pool for 30 years. 
Generations of residents learned to swim in an old water 
tank, but it wasn’t until the community decided to lead 
the way with $400,000 of their mining royalties that the 
project finally went ahead.  
Story page 7 

Wise Investment: 
Yuendumu Pool 















Most communities in the Central Desert Shire have now set up local advisory boards. 
Lajamanu, the latest community to form their local board, decided to hold an election because a large 
number of residents were nominated. In September residents voted over several days so that even those 
trickling back into the community after the big footy victory in Katherine had a chance to cast a ballot. As 
soon as the old community office opened its doors 
voters lined up to have their say. 
The other communities with local boards, Ti Tree, 
Atitjere, Engawala and Yuelamu, nominated their 
local board members during a number of 
community meetings. All community nominees 
where then appointed by the Shire Manager, on 
recommendation from the Shire Council 
Committee. 
These local boards meet monthly and everybody is 
welcome to come and listen. 
Since the shire elections a community meeting in 
Nyirrpi nominated 14 local board members for 
appointment at the next council meeting. In 
Yuendumu, Laramaba and Willowra community 
members signed petitions asking to form local 
boards. 
The job of local boards is to: 

• involve local communities in anything to do 
with local government  

• make sure local communities have a voice 
in anything to do with local government  

• make sure they have a say in policies that 
affect them  

• take community views back to council and speak up for the community  
• help make regional management and shire plans  

Many of the Shire Service Managers, who have replaced the old community CEOs, are already doing a great 
job supporting the local boards. 
The new councillors are automatically members of all local boards in their wards and are expected to attend 
local board meetings in their communities. 
What about Engawala, Willowra and Nyirrpi, the three communities who did not get one of their local 
candidates on the council? During their induction week councillors from Ti Tree and Yuendumu agreed to 
share the job of attending local board meetings in these communities so they could take their concerns back 
to council. “My fellow councillors and I will make sure all our communities have a voice and are being 

Local Advisory Boards ready to speak up 

Voting for the  
Local Advisory 

Board  
at Lajamanu 
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Congratulations to  
Central Desert Shire Council’s  

Local Advisory  
Board Members 

Yuelamu 

Martin Hagan 
Ron Hagan 

Noel  Heenan 

Billy  Stafford 

Michael Tommy 

David Stafford 

Judith Hudson 

Rowena Larry 

Doreen Tilmouth 

Elsie Moore 

Marjorie Spencer 

Sharon Briscoe 

Engawala 

Joy  Turner 
Barbara Tilmouth 
Maryanne Tilmouth 
Nancy Tilmouth 
Irene Tilmouth 

Kyle Dunn 

Janet Tilmouth 
Joanne Tilmouth 
Clifford Tilmouth 
Kevin Bloomfield 

Tanya Bird 

Lindsay Bird 

Ti Tree 

James Glenn 
Jimmy Hines 
Tony Scrutton 
Kim Brown 
Deb Scrutton 
Maryanne Stirling 

Andrew Glenn 
Tommy Cook 
Hazel Presley 
Murphy Abbott 
Carmen Mazzitellu 
Barry  James 
Paul Jamina 
Rebecca Janima 
Gerry Price 
Selina Gorey 
David Strickland 
Kathleen Maher 
Zania Liddle 
Seraphina Presley 

Nyirripi Atitjere Lajamanu 

Darryl Anderson 

Martin Bloomfield 

Julius Bloomfield 

Herbert Bloomfield 

Bruce Finter 

Billy Liddle 

Steven Cadzow 

Eric Petrick 

Charlie Chalmers 

Barbara Petrick 

Rosalie Petrick 

Anthony Petrick 

Robert Reiff 

Raymond  Webb 

Louis Schaber 

Cecilia Schaber 

Kaylene Webb 

Noel Anderson 

Jerry Jungala 

Robyn Payton 
William Lewis 
Lynette Tasman 
Robert George 

Laura Doolan 
Norbert Patrick 
Pansy Rose 
Steve Patrick 
Sabrina Lewis 
Steven Dixon 
Joyce Herbert 

Teddy Gibson 
Hamilton Morris 

Jacob Spencer 

Desmond Williams 

Fiona  Morris 

Lottie Robertson 

Eddie Robertson 

Douglas Wilson 

Nancy Gill 

Micky Singleton 

Timothy Marshall 

Gayle Gibson 

Nancy Dickson 

Pauline Gallagher 

 
Dave Reilly 

from  
Charles  
Darwin  

University  
congratulated 

 6 Mile  
CDEP Worker  
Rodney Allan  

for  
completing  

modules  
of  

Certificate 1  
in  

Introductory  
Vocational  
Education.  

 
Rodney  

was one of  
19 CDEP  

workers who 
signed up for  

numeracy and  
literacy  
training  

in Ti Tree. 
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Atitjere is in the running 
for the national Tidy 
Town Awards after it 
was named Tidiest 
Territory Town, beating 
270 towns around the 
Northern Territory. 
The Keep Australia 
Beautiful Council visited 
Atitjere in November to 
judge the community’s 
efforts for the National 
Tidy Town awards. 
After months of 
dedicated work 
community members 
are now crossing their 
fingers for the 
announcement of the 
national winner in 2009. 

Atitjere picked up 
awards for Best Litter 
Management Project, 
Best Environmental 
Health Project, Best 
Small Community and 
overall Best Tidy Town 
for the Northern 
Territory. 
Environmental health 
projects such as the 
‘Wash Your Hands’ 
campaign and a life skills 
program that helps 
people to live well and 
safely in their homes all 
contributed to the win.  
The road into the 
community and around 
the shire office and 

store was sealed, and the 
community refurbished 
and landscaped their arts 
centre. 
Atitjere collects rubbish 
three times a week and 
their improved tip now 
has a recycling program 
that separates and safely 
disposes of dangerous 
chemicals and poisonous 
waste. The Atitjere store, 
cookhouse and school all 
did their bit to make 
Atitjere a great place to 
live and CDEP and 
council workers helped 
people clean their yards 
and communal areas. 
 

From Lajamanu to Atitjere 
local service providers now 
get together for regular 
informal meetings to find 
solutions for everyday 
issues and to swap ideas. 
“There has been a lot of 
hand wringing about whole-
of-government approaches 
and breaking down 

Central Desert Shire 
communities can look 
forward to better times 
because shire staff and the 
heads of agencies such as 
police, school, clinic, 
women’s centres, aged care, 
sporting clubs and children’s 
services are joining forces on 
the ground. 

bureaucratic silos. In our 
communities we’re flat out 
doing it,” says Central Desert 
CEO Rowan Foley. “It’s not 
rocket science that constant 
communication and greater 
collaboration promotes 
better services.” 
Monthly inter agency 
meetings in all nine shire 

Atitjere the Territory’s Tidiest Town 

Michael & Sebastian Webb 

individual service providers 
each doing their own thing 
in isolation are numbered. 
The meetings are already 
producing results. Ti Tree, 
for example, is moving to 
get residents on community 
service orders to clean up 
drinking areas around the 
community. 

Community based Collaboration gets Central Desert Shire off to good Start 


